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Homeless Subpopulations 

 Sheltered Unsheltered Total Percent 

Families (Households) 130 7 137 6.5% 

Unaccompanied Youth (Individuals) 127 27 154 6.3% 

Chronically Homeless Individuals 169 394 563 22.9% 

Chronically Homeless Families 5 2 7 0.3% 

Chronically Homeless Families 
(Total Persons in Household) 

11 19 30 1.2% 

Adults with Serious Mental Illness 157 255 412 16.8% 

Adults with Substance Use Disorder 219 291 510 20.8% 

Adults with HIV/AIDS 92 20 112 4.6% 

Victims of Domestic Violence 240 1 241 9.8% 

Total Number of Veterans 92 105 197 8.0% 

Foster Care 14 76 90 3.7% 

Total Households and Persons  

 Sheltered Unsheltered Total Percent 

 Emergency Transitional Safe Haven    

Total Number of Households 730 448 35 884 2,097   

Total Number of Persons 886 572 35 957 2,450   

Number of Children (under 18) 160 94 0 15 269 11.0% 

Number of Persons (18-24) 75 67 1 28 171 7.0% 

Number of Persons (over age 24) 651 411 34 914 2,010 82.0% 

 Sheltered Unsheltered Total Percent 

Gender Emergency Transitional Safe Haven    

Female 352 190 15 215 772 31.5% 

Male 534 379 20 737 1670 68.2% 

Transgender 0 3 0 3 6 0.3% 

 Sheltered Unsheltered Total Percent 

Ethnicity Emergency Transitional Safe Haven    

Non-Hispanic 803 499 33 872 2207 90.1% 

Hispanic 83 73 2 85 243 9.9% 

       

 Sheltered Unsheltered Total Percent 

Race Emergency Transitional Safe Haven    

White 278 247 20 537 1082 44.2% 

Black 595 312 14 399 1320 53.9% 

Asian 4 2 0 4 10 0.4% 

American Indian 2 3 0 12 17 0.7% 

Native Hawaiian  1 0 0 3 4 0.2% 

Multiple Races 6 8 1 2 17 0.7% 
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Background 
 

Introduction  

The data presented in this report provides an updated point-in-time snapshot of the homeless population in 
Broward County. The purpose of this report is to share the results of the count with the community, to provide 
a discussion of the methodology used, and to offer analysis of the findings. The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) and Florida's Office on Homelessness require the count. The count includes all 
sheltered and unsheltered homeless in Broward County.  Due to changes in the definition of homelessness and 
the process of counting the homeless in past years, we argue for caution in making generalizations across 
different time periods. A person is considered homeless only when he/she resides in one of the places described 
below: 

1. In places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, abandoned buildings (on the 
street). 

2. In an emergency shelter. 
3. In transitional or supportive housing for homeless persons who originally came from the streets or 

emergency shelters. 
4. In any of the above places but is spending a short time (up to 30 consecutive days) in a hospital or other 

institution. 
5. Is being evicted within a week from a private dwelling unit and no subsequent residence has been 

identified and lacks resources and support networks needed to obtain housing. 
6. Is being discharged within a week from an institution, such as a mental health or substance abuse 

treatment facility or a jail/prison, in which the person has been a resident for more than 30 consecutive 
days and no subsequent residence has been identified and the person lacks the resources and support 
networks needed to obtain housing. 

7. Is fleeing a domestic violence housing situation and no subsequent residence has been identified and 
lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing. 
 

This year's Broward County Point-in-Time (PIT) Count, shows that the total number of sheltered and unsheltered 

persons experiencing homelessness in Broward County has increased by 6 percent, from 2,302 to 2,405. The 

number of unsheltered persons increased by 22.4 percent from 782 to 957. 

An additional 286 people were counted as “at-risk” of homelessness, which is generally defined as an individual 

or family seeking permanent housing but who stayed the previous night at an institution; a hotel paid by self; a 

jail, prison or detention center; a family member or friend’s house; were facing imminent eviction; in foster 

care; or people who are losing their primary nighttime residence, which may include a motel or hotel or a 

doubled up situation, within 14 days and lack resources or support networks to remain in housing. 
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Methodology 
 

Broward County’s 2017 PIT count was conducted using a Complete Census Count, night of count – complete 
census, night of count – known locations, and service-based count and was composed of the following 
components: 
 

1. Paper Survey:  trained teams of over 200 volunteers and 100 law enforcement officers administered a 
comprehensive survey to self-identifying homeless individuals, primarily in outdoor locations throughout 
the county. This is a population survey, meaning all possible homeless individuals were surveyed. The 
survey elicited information about the homeless population’s demographics, history of homelessness, 
living conditions, barriers to overcoming homelessness, and use of homeless services. Additionally, 
people at non-HMIS (Homeless Management Information System) participating agencies were asked to 
complete the survey. However, not all non-HMIS participating agencies participated in the count.  Copies 
of the 2017 PIT survey instruments is presented at the end of the report. 

 
2. Sheltered HMIS:  Per HUD requirements, an enumeration of homeless individuals residing in emergency 

shelters and transitional housing on the date of the count using the Homeless Management Information 

System (HMIS) data was created. The Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) is an electronic 

database used to hold information on the characteristics and service needs of homeless people in the 

U.S. The program was developed in the 1990s in response to a mandate by Congress requiring states to 

collect data in order to receive funds from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

to address homelessness. Broad utilization of HMIS may help provide a consistent and accurate snapshot 

of a region’s homeless population, including a population count and information on service use. HMIS 

also provides a measurement of the effectiveness of homeless programs as it helps track the number of 

chronically homeless clients and placements into permanent housing. 

 

3. Youth Matter Magnet Event: focusing specifically on young adults and youth under the age of 25, the 

Youth Matter magnet event was held on the Saturday following the 3-day Point-in-Time Count.  The 

event featured 5 vendors, a mobile driver’s license unit and an HIV testing bus.  The event was held at a 

park known to be frequented by individuals experiencing homelessness and was in a centralized location 

in Fort Lauderdale.   

Data Collection 
Survey interviewers emphasized the anonymity and confidentiality of the survey to encourage respondents to 
be candid in their responses. Interviewers assured respondents that these responses would be reported only as 
general findings and would not be traceable to any one individual. 
 

Data Analysis 
To avoid potential duplication of respondents, the survey queried respondents’ initials and date of birth, so that 
duplication could be avoided without compromising the respondents’ anonymity. Upon completion of the 
survey effort, an extensive verification process was conducted to eliminate potential duplicates. This process 
examined respondents’ date of birth, initials, gender, and ethnicity. In addition, a question was placed on the 
survey that asked respondents if they had completed the survey earlier in the day. Lastly, the final survey data 
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was cross-tabulated with the HMIS to determine if duplicates existed in sheltered and transitional housing 
counts. For data analysis purposes, simple descriptive statistics were calculated for all survey responses. 

Definitions 
• Chronic Homelessness - refers to a homeless individual or family head of household with a disability 

who lives either in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter, 
or in an institutional care facility if the individual has been living in the facility for fewer than 90 days 
and had been living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter 
immediately before entering the institutional care facility. The individual also must have been living as 
described above continuously for at least 12 months, or on at least four separate occasions in the last 
three years, where the combined occasions total a length of time of at least 12 months. Each period 
separating the occasions must include at least seven nights of living in a situation other than a place 
not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter 

• Emergency Shelter - is a facility whose primary purpose is to provide short-term crisis shelter for 
homeless persons. 

• Individual - refers to people who are not part of a family during their episode of homelessness. They 
are homeless as single adults, unaccompanied youth, or in multiple-adult or multiple-child households. 

• Persons in Families - are people who are homeless as part of households that have at least one adult 
and one child. 

• Sheltered Homeless Persons - are individuals who are staying in homeless emergency shelters, 
transitional housing programs, or safe havens. 

• Transitional Housing Program - is a type of housing where homeless people may stay and receive 
supportive services for up to 24 months, and which are designed to enable them to move into 
permanent housing. 

• Unsheltered Homeless Persons - include people experiencing homelessness who live in places not 
meant for human habitation, such as the streets, abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks. 

• Homeless Age Groups include - children who are under 18, youth who are 18 to 24, and adults who 

are 24 to 60, and 60 or older. 
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Results 
The following section provides an overview of the results of the 2017 Homeless Survey. One measure that is not 
clearly measured in our PIT count are people who are “doubled-up.” People who live with friends or family due 
to economic need are considered “doubled-up.” Doubled-up people have an elevated risk of experiencing 
homelessness. In fact, prior to their entrance into the homeless shelter system, the most common living 
situation for adults in families is living with friends or family.1  
 

  

  

                                                           

1 National Alliance to End Homelessness--SOH 2012: Chapter Three - The Demographics of Homelessness 

2 Christian, Julie, et al. "Intentions to move from homelessness to social inclusion: The role of participation beliefs, attitudes and prior behaviour." 

Social Inclusion 4.4 (2016). 

 

Use 
Services

Attitude

Participatory 
Beliefs

Research suggests that the 

homeless experiences and 

ethnicity were much less 

important in shaping future 

intentions to use homeless 

services. A greater emphasis 

should be placed on participatory 

beliefs - indicating that the 

homeless are primarily motivated 

by what they perceive the 

benefits of provided services.2 
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Homelessness in Broward County 2010-2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Florida County Comparisons 2016 
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Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness 
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Unemployment and Homelessness in Broward County 
 

 

  Unemployment 

Homelessness 

Population of Broward County 

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Homeless Demographics in Broward County 
  

Female, 
32%

Male, 67%

Transgender, 1% <18, 
10%

18-24, 
8%

24-60, 
70%

60+, 
12%

Native Peoples, 
1%

African 
American, 

54%
White, 

44%

Multiple Races, 
1%

Hispanic/
Latino 
10%

Non-
Hispanic/

Latino, 90%
__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Facets of Homelessness in Broward County 
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2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Facets of Chronic Homelessness in Broward County 
  

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Length of 

Homelessness 

1 Week = 4%

1-4 Weeks = 4%

4-12 Weeks = 12%

12-52 Weeks= 21%

52+ Weeks= 63%

 

  

Homeless  

Episodes 

One episodes 26% 

Two episode 2% 

Three episodes 12% 

Four + episodes 60% 

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Homeless Families in Broward County 
  

Homeless Count

2,450

Adult + Child

N = 413

Sheltered 

93%
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Child Only

N = 14

Sheltered 
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__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Homeless Assistance in Broward County 
 

  

41% of the 

unsheltered report 

using homeless 

services in Broward 

County 

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Unsheltered Homeless City Data in Broward County 
  

City Woke Up Count (%)  City Administered Count (%) 

Coconut Creek 3 (0%)  Coconut Creek 51 (6%) 

Coral Springs 2 (0%)  Coral Springs 0 (0%) 

Dania 13 (1%)  Dania 6 (1%) 

Davie 24 (3%)  Davie 11 (1%) 

Deerfield Beach 15 (2%)  Deerfield Beach 8 (1%) 

Fort Lauderdale 452 (51%)  Fort Lauderdale 334 (37%) 

Hallandale 9 (1%)  Hallandale 9 (1%) 

Hillsboro Beach 1 (0%)  Hillsboro Beach 0 (0%) 

Hollywood 135 (15%)  Hollywood 155 (17%) 

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 1 (0%)  Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 0 (0%) 

Lauderhill 11 (1%)  Lauderhill 87 (10%) 

Lighthouse Point 0 (0%)  Lighthouse Point 1 (0%) 

Margate 9 (1%)  Margate 10 (1%) 

Miramar 7 (1%)  Miramar 4 (0%) 

Oakland Park 24 (3%)  Oakland Park 38 (4%) 

Pembroke Park 1 (0%)  Pembroke Park 0 (0%) 

Pembroke Pines 4 (0%)  Pembroke Pines 0 (0%) 

Plantation 15 (2%)  Plantation 13 (1%) 

Pompano Beach 129 (15%)  Pompano Beach 156 (17%) 

Sunrise 5 (1%)  Sunrise 3 (0%) 

Tamarac 12 (1%)  Tamarac 3 (0%) 

West Park 0 ()  West Park 3 (0%) 

Wilton Manors 9 (1%)  Wilton Manors 0 (0%) 

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Unsheltered Homeless Maps  
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At Risk for Homelessness in Broward County 
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Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, transitional 

shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 2016 annual report -- 

council on homelessness. 
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Sheltered vs. Unsheltered 
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Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, transitional 

shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 2016 annual report -- 

council on homelessness. 
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Trends of Homelessness in Broward County 
  

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 
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Homeless Facts 
 

Homeless persons have a much higher incidence of a range of secondary characteristics.   

 Prior homelessness: 35-67% of currently homeless persons have experienced at least one prior, separate 
episode of homelessness. 

 Single, unattached adult males: single, adult males make up about 70% of the adult homeless population 
but fewer than 10% of all adults living below the poverty line.2,3,4 

 Solitary women with children: solitary women head about 80% of all homeless families.  

 Unattached youth: youth separated from parents or a foster care situation with few resources has a 
strong likelihood of ending up homeless or at risk for homelessness. 

 Mental illness: about one-third of homeless adults have spent time in a mental institution. 

 Alcohol and/or other drug problems: about one-third or more of homeless adults suffer from chronic 
alcohol problems and 10-20% have other drug dependency problems. 

 Health problems: more than 25% of the homeless population is too disabled to work and about 40% 
report themselves in poor health, compared to 20% of the total United States poor population. 

 Institutional histories: homeless and most-at-risk persons are much more likely to have a history of 

mental hospitalization, inpatient treatment for alcohol and/or other drug problems, foster care, or time 

spent in jail or prison. 

 Weak support networks: homeless and most-at-risk persons have far less extensive or helpful support 

networks of family and friends who might provide them with housing or other assistance. 

  

                                                           
2 Preventing homelessness: Meeting the Challenge. The Urban Institute, Feb. 2002. 
3 The Prevention of Homelessness. National Alliance to End Homelessness, Sept. 1992. 
4 Destination Home. A Ten-year Journey to End Homelessness. http://www.destination-home.info/Homelessness/at-risk.htm 

http://www.destination-home.info/Homelessness/at-risk.htm
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VI-SPDAT Results 
  

__________ 

Data source: Point-in Time (PIT) count and HMIS data. Sheltered includes all unduplicated person from emergency shelters, 

transitional shelters, safe haven, women-in-distress and housing opportunities for persons with AIDS (HOPWA). State of Florida 

2016 annual report -- council on homelessness. 

 

957 
Unsheltered

453 Completed 
VI-SPDAT

313 Qualify for 
Assessment

31%

• Not recommended 
for a housing 
support 
assessment

62%

• Recommended 
for a rapid 
rehousing 
assessment

7%

• Recommended for 
a permanent 
supportive 
housing 
assessment
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2017 Point-in-Time Homeless Count Survey 
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Point-in-Time Count and Housing Inventory Count Methodology 

Recommendations- Ensuring Compliance with Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Requirements 
 

Count Forms:   

The Point-in-Time (PIT) Committee recommends that Homeless Initiative Partnership (HIP/HUD Collaborative 

Applicant) in collaboration with the PIT Coordinator retain the responsibility for creating the survey data 

collection forms and ensuring those forms meet HUD PIT and Housing Inventory Count (HIC) standards. 

 

Each year, in anticipation of the annual PIT and HIC, HUD releases updated information detailing the required 

information that all CoCs must collect as part of the Homeless PIT and HIC processes.  This collection of 

information must be standardized and coordinated across the entire CoC.  Due to the technical nature of 

creating the forms and processing the data to meet HUD’s requirements, HIP/HUD Collaborative Applicant, 

Broward HMIS Lead Agency, Broward Regional Health Planning Council, and NOVA University has the capacity 

(and the experience) to perform this critical component of the PIT and HIC planning process.  Therefore 

HIP/Collaborative Applicant has determined that this aspect of the count/planning process remain with Broward 

HMIS Lead Agency, Broward Regional Health Planning Council, NOVA University and they will be responsible for 

presenting the forms (and any associated recommendations) to the Broward FL-601 Continuum of Care.   

 

Sheltered Count: 

The PIT and HIC Committee recommends that the sheltered portion of the annual count continue to be 

organized and overseen utilizing the same structure/method utilized in previous counts – consistent with 

applicable HUD requirements. 

 

Every year, in anticipation of the annual count, the Broward FL-601 Continuum of Care, through the HIP/HUD 

Collaborative Applicant, Broward HMIS Lead Agency, Broward Regional Health Planning Council, NOVA 

University, and PIT Shelter Committee work with shelters to ensure quality data can be pulled from the HMIS 

system or are provided with paper Sheltered Surveys to enumerate persons in shelter on the night assigned for 

the count.  Due to the existing structure, the PIT Committee recommends those who have historically been 

responsible for this aspect of the count/planning process retain this responsibility and any associated 

recommendations to the Broward FL-601 Continuum of Care.   

 

Unsheltered Count: 

Consistent with best practice and highest PIT Count efficacy, the PIT Committee recommends that the Broward 

FL-601 Continuum of Care approve a combination of Night of and Service-Based multi-day Census (complete 

coverage) methodology for the count. 

 

“A census count is an enumeration of ALL homeless people or a distinct subset of homeless people (e.g., 

households with adults and children) in CoCs.  This counting approach provides a direct and complete count of 
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all people and their characteristics, does not require any estimates and can be used as a benchmark for future 

PIT counts.” A multi-day Service-Based Census provides a more reasonable time frame to reach homeless people 

in large urban areas at known locations where persons experiencing homelessness are known to receive 

services.  

 

“Sampling is a partial enumeration of the entire homeless population (or subset of the homeless population) 

and can be more feasible for some CoCs or for certain required data (e.g., substance abuse).”   

 

- Sampling is a complex, time intensive process, especially for the data processors. 

- Any sampling methodology must go through HUD for approval prior to use.  (HUD wants to verify the 

validity of the methodology.) 

- HUD states, “It is preferable for CoCs to conduct a census count when practicable, as it is by definition 

the most complete and accurate information available.”   

- Historically, the Broward Continuum of Care has utilized a census (complete coverage) count as the 

methodology. 

 

 

Below is a box listing out pros and cons for the different possible methodologies the Broward FL-601 Continuum 

of Care can choose to approve for use during the 2016 Point-in-Time Survey.  When considering the various 

options please consider the following questions, which come from the HUD 2014 Point-in-Time Count 

Methodology Guide: 

 

- How large a geographic area does the CoC cover?  

- Does the CoC have very limited resources relative to the geographic area of the CoC to count and 

survey all unsheltered people on the night of the count?   

- Does the CoC believe there might be people experiencing homelessness that enumerators are not 

likely to identify during an unsheltered count or are there other barriers that could limit the ability 

of enumerators to conduct interviews during the night of the count?”  
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 Night of Count Service-Based Combination Night of and 
Service-Based 

 
PROs: 

-Minimal chance of 
duplication 
 

-More likely to capture 
information on those who 
do not frequent traditional 
“homeless” services 
-Can be conducted for up to 
7 days after the designated 
count night 

-HUD recommended approach 
for those CoCs that cover a 
large geographic location. 
-Can be conducted for up to 7 
days after the designated 
count night 
-It provides a more reasonable 
time frame to reach homeless 
people in the most rural parts 
of the state 

 
CONs: 

-Enormous geographic area 
to cover in a very small 
window of time. 
-Requires a large # of 
volunteers to accomplish 
-More likely to miss those 
who do not have contact with 
shelters/services and sleep in 
unknown locations 

-Greater possibility of 
duplication 
-You cannot assume that 
everyone you are 
encountering is homeless. 
-Unless it is coupled with a 
street count, it is likely to 
miss unsheltered homeless 
people who do not use any 
services. 
-HUD strongly recommends 
that service-based counts 
only be used to supplement 
night of count approaches.   

-It takes more time/work to 
coordinate 
-Must do a more extensive 
interview to better avoid 
duplication of information. 

(Please note: all information in this chart comes from the HUD 2014 PIT Count Methodology Guide) 


